
 

Did you know that children of 
homeowners are 116% more 
likely to graduate college?  
Habitat for Humanity provides 
local, hardworking families with 
safe and affordable housing and 
a promising future.   
 
To date, Habitat for Humanity of 
Laramie County has provided 32 
families including 61 children in 
Laramie county with safe and af-
fordable housing. Families benefit 
from homeownership by having a 
sense of pride in a new home, in-
creased self confidence, and crea-
tion of intergenerational wealth.  
Habitat housing helps to eliminate 
the cycle of poverty. 
 
In the United States, 95 million peo-
ple, one third of the nation, have 
housing problems including pay-
ments too large a percentage of 
their income, overcrowding, poor 
quality shelter and homelessness.  A 
low income family in Cheyenne 
would have to spend over 50% of 
their monthly income on mortgage 
and escrow payments. The defini-

tion of affordable housing, ac-

cording to the Department of Hous-
ing  and Urban Development (HUD),  

is a housing cost burden of less 
than 30% of household     
income.     
 
The Laramie County Community 
Partnership states that permanent 
housing for residents at or below 
50% of the AMI (Area Median In-
ŎƻƳŜύ  ƛǎ άǇǊƻōƭŜƳŀǘƛŎ ŀǘ ōŜǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ 
the current housing stock does not 
ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜƭȅ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴέ 
in a 2009 study.       

Habitat for Humanity of  
Laramie County at a Glance 
 

Established in 1991 

Created homeownership      
opportunities for 32  

        local families. 
 

Built 10 homes in Guate-
mala with tithe funds 
raised in Cheyenne. 

 

Monthly mortgage     
payments from current 
Habitat homeowners 
help to build additional 
Habitat homes. 

Habitat for Humanity 
ReStore has diverted 
over 419 tons of waste 
from the landfill. 

Affiliate partners with 
Central and East High 
Schools to build  safe, 
affordable homes. 
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Safe, Affordable Housing Progress in Laramie County 

нлмм Iŀōƛǘŀǘ ƘƻƳŜƻǿƴŜǊǎΩ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ŀǘ Iŀōƛǘŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ 
dedication October 1, 2011. 

The need for affordable housing is real. Consider this: 

A billion people worldwide (32% of the global population)
live in urban slums. 

By 2030, the United Nations projects that an additional 3 
billion people, (about 40% of the worlds population) will 
live in slums. 

The National Low Income Housing Association stated that 
housing problems affect 3 times as many families as do 
food insecurities.   

Homeownership has positive outcomes for families and commu-
nities.  Homeowners are: 

12 times more wealthy than non homeowners 

15 times more likely to vote than non homeowners 

16 times more likely to belong to community organizations 
than non homeowners  

 
Children of homeowners are: 

20 percent less likely to become teenage mothers 

59 percent more likely to own their own home within 10 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ 

 
Celebrating 20 years of 

building a better  
community 

You can join forces with Habitat and improve 
our community by donating your time, talent 

or treasures today! 



aŀǘǘƘŜǿ {ǘƻǿŜΩǎ ƻƭŘ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǎƘŀǇŜΦ  
The roof leaked, the house had lead paint in it, and the 
ƘŜŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǳƴǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜΦ  άCƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ L ǿŀǎ ǇŀȅƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŎŜ 
ǿŀǎ ƻǳǘǊŀƎŜƻǳǎΣέ aŀǘǘ ǊŜŎŀƭƭǎΦ   
 
aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŘƛǎŀōƭŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ 
for her disability benefits recommended that Matthew 
apply for Habitat homeownership.  Matthew thought 
ƘƻƳŜƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜŀŎƘΣ ōǳǘ έƛǘ ǿŀǎ 
only about a month later that Habitat called me and 
ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ L ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿΣέ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ ǊŜŎŀƭƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ  
pleasure. 
 
bƻǿ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ōŜŘǊƻƻƳǎ ŀƴŘΣ 
ƘŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎΣ άǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜǿ 
ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ƪƛŘǎ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ōŜŘπ
rooms, Matthew carefully chose the cabinets, paint 
color, and carpet color to give his home a modern look.  
 
When he started building his home, Matthew relates 
ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎΣ άƧǳǎǘ ŀǎ ƎǊŜŜƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ 
ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΦέ  ²ƘŜƴ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻƳŜ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜΣ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ 
safe, affordable space for his family and a new skill set.    

Prior to Habitat homeownership, Dee Bush and her 3 children 
were staying in a 2 bedroom trailer.  Dee slept on a couch, and 
ƘŜǊ ǎƻƴǎ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ŀ ōŜŘǊƻƻƳΦ  hƴŜ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ǎƻƴǎ Ƙŀǎ !ǎǇŜǊƎŜǊΩǎ 
Syndrome, so sharing  the space was difficult.   
 
! ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƻŦ 5ŜŜΩǎ ǘƻƭŘ ƘŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘ Iŀōƛǘŀǘ ŦƻǊ IǳƳŀƴƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ Ŝƴπ
couraged her to fill out an application.  With a hopeful attitude, 
Dee applied.  Her busy life took over, and she soon forgot she 
had even applied; a short time later she received a phone call 
and learned that she was being considered for homeownership. 
 
Dee and her family worked hard to build their home; and they 
ǿŜǊŜ ŀƳŀȊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǇƻǳǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ  άL ŘƛŘπ
ƴϥǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊŜŘέΣέ 5ŜŜ 
shares.  The experience of having support from community 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƪƴƻǿ ƻǊ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ 
with was overwhelming and uplifting, Dee relates.   
 
Choosing her own cabinets, paint, and carpet colors really 
made the home feel like her own, and she was amazed at the 
empowering feeling of putting up the first wall in her new 
home. 
 
Dee is pleased that she and her children all have their own 
ǎǇŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜǿ ƘƻƳŜΦ  άCƛƴŀƭƭȅ Ƴȅ ŘƛǎŀōƭŜŘ ǎƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
space he needs, and my daughter loves that she can finally get 
ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΣέ 5ŜŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭŀǳƎƘΦ   
 

Page 2 

Matthew smiles proudly at the results of his 
new building skills.   

Dee pauses from her hard work to 
smile for the camera.   

_________________________________________________________________________________________

   New Homeowner Profiles  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consider the impact of 
homeownership on the 
community: 
 

Homeowners are 28% 
more likely to improve 
or repair their homes 
than renters are. 

   
Good housing          
contributes to thriving 
school systems and  

        community  
        organizations.  
 

Housing also serves as  
a catalyst for civic   
activism and is a       
stimulus for           
community based   
organizations. 

 
For families, especially 
those with a lower 
income, who are able 
to own a home,     
ownership is an       
important means of 
wealth accumulation 
in the form of equity 
and forced savings 
resulting from      
mortgage repayment. 
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Hope Court is the newest addition by Habitat for Humanity to the Cheyenne community. The Hope Court subdivi-
sion will provide safe and affordable homeownership opportunities  to ten low income families. Approximately 40 
people will benefit from Hope Court, which provides  infrastructure for eight single family homes and one multifam-
ily duplex. Hope Court will benefit a wide-range of Cheyenne residents from diverse racial backgrounds, single head
-of-household families, and residents with disabilities. All construction funds for the project were paid to local Chey-
enne contractors. The total cost of development was $574,145, and the contributions and donations totaled 
$447,121, which allowed Habitat to use its volunteer base and  leveraging power to save approximately $127,000 
thus allowing the affiliate to serve additional families in the community.   
 
 

The above graph illustrates the projected cost of the Hope Court development  It includes material costs, 
building fees and  assessed values related to project administration. 

This graph illustrates the values of the donated services and materials that were used to develop Hope 
Court. By leveraging funds from the Community Development Block grant, donated legal fees and project 

administrator time, Habitat has been able to develop a community with deep savings to the affiliate.   

 

39%
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39%

Cost of Development

Contractor (S & S Builders) 
$225,500

Materials $78,500

Project Administrator $19,769

Engineering (Benchmark 
Engineering) $25,115

Attorney Fees $531

Cost to Purchase Land $224,730

 

0%

5%

62%
2%

6%

25%

Contributions and Donations

Attorney Fees $531

Project Administrator $19,769

CDBG Funding $278,976

Asphalt (Frontier Refining) 
$10,000

Engineering Services $25,115

In kind Land Donation (Cheyenne 
State Bank) $112,730

Hope Court Development 



The Habitat ReStore opened in a 2,000 square foot building in 2009, and an additional 5,000 square foot location will open across the 
street from the current location in early 2012. The ReStore sells new and gently used furniture, home improvement supplies, and appli-
ances.  In addition to supporting the Habitat mission, the ReStore has also enabled local homeowners to improve their homes and make 
them more energy efficient.  The ReStore sells window sealant kits, door sweeps, solid core doors, double pane windows, insulation, 
insulated siding  and much more to local homeowners.    
 
To date, the Habitat ReStore has diverted over 419 tons of useable materials from the landfill.  In addition to keeping usable building 
materials out of the landfill, the ReStore covers 100 percent of overhead costs for Habitat for Humanity of Laramie County.  This ensures 
that all monetary donations go directly to building homes for hardworking local families.   
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With a little time and effort, anything is possible with items found at 
the ReStore. This hutch was donated to store and was completely            

transformed with items found at the ReStore . 

The above home improvement projects were 

made possible with materials from the ReStore.  

Volunteer Spotlight  

Cindy Escobedo, Women Build Volunteer 
/ƛƴŘȅ  Ƙŀǎ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ōǳƛƭŘ о Iŀōƛǘŀǘ ƘƻƳŜǎΦ άLǘ ǿŀǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀƴ L ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ōŀǊƎŀƛƴŜŘ ŦƻǊΣ ōǳǘ  
L ƳŜǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΣέ /ƛƴŘȅ ǊŜƭŀǘŜǎΦ !ǎ 
ŀ ŘŜƴǘŀƭ ƘȅƎƛŜƴƛǎǘΣ /ƛƴŘȅΩǎ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŎŀǇǘƛǾŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΦ {ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ƘŜǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
Habitat with many of these patients, and she has seen many of these familiar faces at the build 
ǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ Iŀōƛǘŀǘ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊǎΦά¢ƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Iŀōƛǘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀǎ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ƻǊ 
ƳƻǊŜ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŀƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜΦέ  
The instruction she received empowered Cindy to do work she 
had never done. 

 

Cindy (far Right), with Habitat  
homeowner Dee. 

Gary, pictured left, working 
hard on the Build Site. 

Gary Williams, Habitat Build Site Volunteer 
Gary became interested in volunteering with Habitat because he wanted to do a worthwhile service in 
the community, and Gary was able to draw on his home improvement experience as a  homeowner. He 
likes working with other volunteers because he enjoys helping others learn valuable skills. Volunteering 
with Habitat is a rewarding experience, according to Gary. He enjoys the work  he does on the build site, 
and appreciates the dedication of the construction site supervisor, Curtis Colbert. When asked if he 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ Iŀōƛǘŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ DŀǊȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘΣ ά5ŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅΗ  LǘΩǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ L ǿƻǳƭŘ 
ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊΦέ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________



Homeownership may create a lifetime of opportu-
nity for a family.  Jill Lighthall Warner became a 
Habitat homeowner 18 years ago.  She and her 
two sons moved out of a small basement apart-
ment with a shared kitchen, and into their home in 
1993.  Jill describes how she applied for Habitat 
homeownership at the suggestion of a coworker, 
and within a month she received a call that she 
had been selected as a Habitat homeowner.  She 
describes how shortly after she received the call, 
άƳȅ ōƻȅǎ ŀƴŘ L ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǎƘƻǾŜƭƛƴƎ ŘƛǊǘΣ 
hammering nails into 2x4s, placing shingles on a 
ǊƻƻŦΣ όŀƴŘύ ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŘǊȅǿŀƭƭΦέ   
 
Homeownership motivated the entire Warner fam-
ƛƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΦ  άL ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴ Ƴȅ 
boys, Benjamin, 10, and Matthew, 9, work so hard.  
They each picked out a bedroom they wanted, and 
went to work sanding dry wall in their OWN bed-
room and deciding where they wanted beds and 
ŘǊŜǎǎŜǊǎΣέ Wƛƭƭ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎΦ   
 
Many Habitat homeowners formerly had to work 
multiple jobs in order to make rental payments.  Jill 
explains that homeownership afforded more stabil-
ƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǊƴŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  άIŀōƛǘŀǘ ŦƻǊ IǳƳŀƴƛǘȅ 
planted our roots in this wonderful permanent 
dwelling place.  No more packing and moving in 
search of an affordable place to live.  No more 
shared kitchens or bedrooms.  I was even able to 
quit my second job so I could spend more time with 
Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦέ  Wƛƭƭ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ 
ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ǎƘŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ƘŜǊ ǎƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ 
ǿŀǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΣ ōǳǘ άAfter 
we moved in, it made me warm all over to say 
ƭŜǘΩǎ Ǝƻ ƘƻƳŜΗέ     
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The Warner family moves into their very first home in 1993. 

After 18 years of homeownership, the Warner family has grown in size 
and continues to be a vital part of the Habitat for Humanity family 

National Day of Service and Remembrance Weatherization Project  

On September 10, 2011, 167 volunteers joined forces with 
Habitat for Humanity of Laramie County, Cheyenne Light, Fuel 
& Power (CLFP) and AARP Wyoming to weatherize a block of 
homes in West Cheyenne.  The day began with an inspirational 
message from local military members in an effort to create a 
sense of community on the 10th anniversary of September 
11th. Volunteers and trained technicians from CLFP performed 
a wide range of weatherization tasks to improve the energy 
efficiency of homes.  Additionally,  volunteers beautified the 
neighborhood by pruning trees, mowing lawns, and planting 
trees, shrubs, and flowers donated by Grant Farms.  Overall,  
167 volunteers provided 668 hours of community service and 
honored the memory of the lives lost on September 11, 2001.   

Life Changing Homeownership & 9/11 Weatherization Project 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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AmeriCorps VISTA (Volunteers in Service To America) members have been an intricate part of the Habitat for 
Humanity of Laramie County program since 2009. VISTA members have helped to generate financial resources 
ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘŜ ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘŜΩǎ wŜ{ǘƻǊŜǎΣ IƻǇŜ /ƻǳǊǘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜ 
housing for hardworking families in the community. Additionally, VISTA members have recruited hundreds of 
volunteers to support the wide-range of volunteer driven projects under the Habitat program. While the affili-
ŀǘŜΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛ/ƻǊǇǎ ±L{¢! ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŜƴŘ ƛƴ нлмнΣ ōŜƭƻǿ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘπ
ing the many ways in which current VISTA members have impacted the Cheyenne community. 

Arlen Scarborough is originally from South Dakota, but he has lived in Cheyenne for several years. Arlen credits his 
technical knowledge of building products as a key component of his ability to serve low income families. He finds 
ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƴƎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƻƴƻǊǎ ǊŜǿŀǊŘƛƴƎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ Iŀōƛǘŀǘ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
community, and they understand that Habitat offers a hand up rather than a hand out to low income families. Arlen 
ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘǎ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Iŀōƛǘŀǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ άƭƻƻƪǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƻƴ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƳŜΣ 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέΦ !ǎ ŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛ/ƻǊǇǎ ±L{¢!Σ !ǊƭŜƴ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
Iŀōƛǘŀǘ wŜ{ǘƻǊŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ŦŜŜƭǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜΦ ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƭƛƪŜ 
ǘƘŜ wŜ{ǘƻǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣέ !ǊƭŜƴ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ wŜ{ǘƻǊŜ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
by providing home improvement materials to homeowners at very affordable prices.   

Kyle Aiton came to Habitat for Humanity of Laramie County from Goldsboro, North Carolina.  He is currently serving 
his third term as an AmeriCorps VISTA.  He believes that Habitat for Humanity and the ReStore are community    
assets because they provide direct services to a wide-range of families. From an environmental standpoint, Kyle 
points out that over 419 tons of useable material have been diverted from the local landfill since the store opened 
ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜ нллфΦ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ wŜ{ǘƻǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ōŜƎǳƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǎŎǊŀǇǇƛƴƎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ 
sale to raise more money to build homes. Kyle is proud of the value of his VISTA service to the community because 
Habitat and the ReStore will be a valuable asset to the community for many years.  

Dale Lake is the longest resident of Cheyenne among Habitat VISTAs, having moved here from Michigan as a young 
man.  As a Marine veteran, Dale has continued his service to his country and his community by helping to fulfill the 
local need for affordable, quality building products for families.  The most exciting part of being an AmeriCorps VISTA 
for Dale is meeting diverse members of the public and helping them with their needs.  Dale has seen many ReStore 
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎΩ ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƘƛƳ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ōǳƛƭŘπ
ƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ wŜ{ǘƻǊŜΦ  5ŀƭŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ Iŀōƛǘŀǘ ŦƻǊ         
Humanity and the ReStore will undoubtedly continue to impact the lives of local community members.  

Elizabeth Williams is originally from Plainfield, Iowa.  She states that as an AmeriCorps VISTA she has become, 
άŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ƘŀǊŘǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǇƻƻǊΣ ǘƘŀǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ƘŀƴŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ŀ 
ƘŀƴŘ ƻǳǘέΦ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘŜȅŜƴƴŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŀǊŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ²ȅƻƳƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ǊŀǘŜǎ ǇŜǊ ŎŀǇƛǘŀΣ ŀƴŘ ά/ƘŜȅŜƴƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǘƻǿƴ ƳŜƴǘŀƭƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ 
ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎέΦ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ ŜƴƧƻȅǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Iŀōƛǘŀǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ŘŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ǎŜŎǘƻǊǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
volunteer base.  There are many volunteer opportunities suitable for many personality types, and Habitat focuses 
on community building events such as team builds and the National Day of Service and Remembrance Weatheriza-
ǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎΦ  !ǎ ŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛ/ƻǊǇǎ ±L{¢!Σ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎΣ άǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ 
as encouragement to others to be involved in their community, "and enabling volunteers to spread a sense of civic 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ /ƘŜȅŜƴƴŜέΦ   

[ƛƴŘŀ άYŀǘέ aŀƴƭŜȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛ/ƻǊǇǎ ±L{¢! ǿƛǘƘ Iŀōƛǘŀǘ ŦƻǊ IǳƳŀƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΦ  {ƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
her experience with Habitat has empowered her to become an advocate for safe and affordable housing by in-
spiring her to network with potential volunteers and donors when she is in the community. Kat is a strong sup-
ǇƻǊǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴ .ǳƛƭŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀǎ άƛǘ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŎŀƳŀǊŀŘŜǊƛŜΣ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƴŜǿ 
ǎƪƛƭƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ōȅ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜǎέΦ !ǎ ŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛ/ƻǊǇǎ ±L{¢!Σ Yŀǘ ƛǎ   Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƭƭȅ 
impressed with the multitude of opportunities for community improvement and lessening the  impact of poverty 
on a local level.  

AmeriCorps VISTA Highlights 

Habitat for Humanity of Laramie County would like to thank current and previous AmeriCorps VISTA members for their  
service and willingness to become advocates for the need for safe and affordable housing. 


