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payments from current
Habitat homeowners Did you know that children of

help to build additional homeowners are 116% more
Habitat homes. likely to graduate college?

Habitat for Humanity provides
local, hardworking families with
safe and affordable housing an
a promising future.

Habitat for Humanity
ReStore has diverted
over 419 tons of waste
from the landfill.

Affiliate partners with To date, Habitat for Humanity of
o A= AR e[l Laramie County has provided 32 |
Schools to build safe, families including 61 children in
Laramie county with safe and af-
fordable housing. Families benefit
from homeownership by having a
Inside this issue: sense of pride in a new home, in-
creased self confidence, and crea-
tion of intergenerational wealth.
Safe, Affordable Habitat housing helps to eliminate
Housing Progressin 1 the cycle of poverty.

Laramie County

affordable homes.
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dedication October 1, 2011.

The need for affordable housing is real. Consider this:
A billion people worldwide (32% of the global population)
live in urban slums.
e By 2030, the United Nations projects that an additional 3
ments too large a percentage of t_)illiqn people, (about 40% of the worlds population) will
their income, overcrowding, poor live in slums.
quality shelter and homelessness. A ®  The National Low Income Housing Association stated that
low income family in Cheyenne housi_ng prol_)l_ems affect 3 times as many families as do
would have to spend over 50% of food insecurities.
their monthly income on mortgage
and escrow payments. The defini-
tion of affordable housing, ac-
cording to the Department of Hous-
A Story of Life Changing5 ing and Urban Development (HUD),

In the United States, 95 million peo-
ple, one third of the nation, have
housing problems including pay-

New Homeowner
Profiles

ReStore Developments 3

Homeownership has positive outcomes for families and commu-
nities. Homeowners are:

12 times more wealthy than non homeowners
e 15 times more likely to vote than non homeowners

Hope Court
Developments

Homeownership is a housing cost burden t@ss e 16 times more likely to belong to community organizations
than non homeowners
than 30% of household
AmeriCorps VISTA income. Children of homeowners are:
Highlights , _ e 20 percent less likely to become teenage mothers
ggtratrl;;?ﬁpl)esgt)::%aic;)rg:;uanrgnt e 59 percent more likely to own their own home within 10
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02YS0 A& aLINERGt SYyYdurcan join foréesivith Halgitat and improve
the current housing stock doemt our community by.donating your time, talent
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New Homeowner Profiles
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for her disability benefits recommended that Matthe

apply for Habitat homeownership. Matthew thought Consider the impact of
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only about a month later that Habitat called me and e P
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pleasure.
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rooms, Matthew carefully chose the cabinets, paint
color, and carpet color to give his home a modern lo Good housing
When he started building his home, Matthew relates Cogtrlkl)utest to therI(;lg
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new building skills. safe, affordable space for his family and a new skill s organizations.
Housing also serves §
a catalyst for civic
Prior to Habitat homeownership, Dee Bush and her 3 children ac?t|V|sm and is a
were staying in a 2 bedroom trailer. Dee slept on a couch, ang f stimulus for
KSNJ a2ya akKkKrNBR I 0SRNR2YO® y - community based  [XYNOE
Syndrome, so sharing the space was difficult. | organizations.
! FNRS y R 2F 558S8S0a G42fR KSNJ = e m | For families, especia| 'y F
couraged her to fill out an application. With a hopeful attitude y | Bt " those with a lower
Dee applied. Her busy life took over, and she soon forgot she g } ' income. who are able
had even applied; a short time later she received a phone c "G G :';1 Mo
and learned that she was being considered for homeowners Lo
ownership is an
Dee and her family worked hard to build their home; and the | important means of
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shares. The experience of having support from community and forced savings
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with was overwhelming and uplifting, Dee relates. mortgage repayment.
Choosing her own cabinets, paint, and carpet colors really
made the home feel like her own, and she was amazed at t
empowering feeling of putting up the first wall in her new
home.
Dee is pleased that she and her children all have their own
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space he needs, and my daughter loves that she can finally get smile for the camera.
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Page3 Hope Court Developmen

Hope Court is the newest addition by Habitat for Humanity to the Cheyenne community. The Hope Court subglivi-
sion will provide safe and affordable homeownership opportunities to ten low income families. Approximatelyj40
people will benefit from Hope Court, which provides infrastructure for eight single family homes and one mulffam-
ily duplex. Hope Court will benefit a wiglange of Cheyenne residents from diverse racial backgrounds, single Head
-of-household families, and residents with disabilities. All construction funds for the project were paid to local £hey-
enne contractors. The total cost of development was $574,145, and the contributions and donations totaled
$447,121, which allowed Habitat to use its volunteer base and leveraging power to save approximately $127J000
thus allowing the affiliate to serve additional families in the community.

Cost of Development

m Contractor (S & S Builders)
$225,500

u Materials $78,500

u Project Administrator $19,76¢

m Engineering (Benchmark
Engineering) $25,115

H Attorney Fees $531

m Cost to Purchase Land $224,7.

The above graph illustrates the projected cost of the Hope Court development It includes material costs,
building fees and assessed values related to project administration.

Contributions and Donations

0%

m Attorney Fees $531

® Project Administrator $19,76¢

m CDBG Funding $278,97

m Asphalt (Frontier Refining)
$10,000

m Engineering Services $25,1]

m In kind Land Donation (Cheyenn
State Bank) $112,730

This graph illustrates the values of the donated services and materials that were used to develop Hope
Court. By leveraging funds from the Community Development Block grant, donated legal fees and project
administrator time, Habitat has been able to develop a community with deep savings to the affiliate.




Paae4 ReStore Development and Volunteer Spotlight

The Habitat ReStore opened in a 2,000 square foot building in 2009, and an additional 5,000 square foot location withsptreac
street from the current location in early 2012. The ReStore sells new and gently used furniture, home improvement sodggsi-a
ances. In addition to supporting the Habitat mission, the ReStore has also enabled local homeowners to improve theinthorake a
them more energy efficient. The ReStore sells window sealant kits, door sweeps, solid core doors, double pane winduies, insul
insulated siding and much more to local homeowners.

To date, the Habitat ReStore has diverted over 419 tons of useable materials from the landfill. In addition to keepéngildizigl
materials out of the landfill, the ReStore covers 100 percent of overhead costs for Habitat for Humanity of Laramie Cauahsures

that all monetary donations go directly to building homes for hardworking local families.
/=271 || I

With a little time and effort, anything is possible with items found at
the ReStore. This hutch was donated to store and was completely
transformed with items found at the ReStore .

The above home improvement projects were
made possible with materials from the ReStore.

Volunteer Spotlight

Cindy Escobedo, Women Build Volunteer
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The instruction she received empowered Cindy to do work s
had never done.

4

Cindy (far Right), with Habitat
homeowner Dee.

Gary Williams, Habitat Build Site Volunteer )
Gary became interested in volunteering with Habitat because he wanted to do a worthwhile servig

the community, and Gary was able to draw on his home improvement experience as a homeown
likes working with other volunteers because he enjoys helping others learn valuable skills. Voluntg
with Habitat is a rewarding experience, according to Gary. He enjoys the work he does on the bu
and appreciates the dedication of the construction site supervisor, Curtis Colbert. When asked if I
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Gary, pictured left, working

NEO2YYSYR 02 lyeée O2YYdzyAueé YSYOSNIE hard on the Build Site.

Habitat with many of these patients, and she has seen many of these familiar faces at the bgi
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Page 5 Life Changing Homeownership & 9/11 Weatherization Project

Homeownership may create a lifetime of opportu-
nity for a family. Jill Lighthall Warner became a
Habitat homeowner 18 years ago. She and her
two sons moved out of a small basement apart-
ment with a shared kitchen, and into their home
1993. Jill describes how she applied for Habitat™
homeownership at the suggestion of a coworker—
and within a month she received a call that she
had been selected as a Habitat homeowner. S
describes how shortly after she received the cal
ayeé o02@8a yR L F2dz/R
hammering nails into 2x4s, placing shingles on 4
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Homeownership motivated the entire Warner fal
Afte (2 0S8S02YS Ay@2t @S
boys, Benjamin, 10, and Matthew, 9, work so hard.
They each picked out a bedroom they wanted, and
went to work sanding dry wall in their OWN bed-
room and deciding where they wanted beds and
RNBE&aSNaAZ¢é WAEE SELX A

Many Habitat homeowners formerly had to work
multiple jobs in order to make rental payments.
explains that homeownership afforded more stal
A& F2NJ GKS 2 NYSNI FI
planted our roots in this wonderful permanent
dwelling place. No more packing and moving in
search of an affordable place to live. No more
shared kitchens or bedrooms. | was even able t¢
quit my second job so | could spend more time w
Y& OKAf RNBy®dé WAEE Fd
- FNASYRQ& K2dzaS: aKS$S e
gla d _}\ Y S U2 32 ol OlAfdr2 After 18Sye}\ar'§|‘g)f #ior%%lowl}ll‘g’}shlp, txel‘llvgrner falerly had grown in size
WeAm,,oveS] in, it made me W?‘rm f'ill over to say and continues to be a vital part of the Habitat for Humanity family
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Natlonal Day of Service and Remembrance Weatherization Project

; % On September 10, 2011, 167 volunteers joined forces with
Habitat for Humanity of Laramie County, Cheyenne Light, F
& Power (CLFP) and AARP Wyoming to weatherize a block
homes in West Cheyenne. The day began with an inspiratid
message from local military members in an effort to create a
sense of community on the 10th anniversary of September
11th. Volunteers and trained technicians from CLFP perfor
a wide range of weatherization tasks to improve the energy
| efficiency of homes. Additionally, volunteers beautified the
neighborhood by pruning trees, mowing lawns, and planting
trees, shrubs, and flowers donated by Grant Farms. Overall
167 volunteers provided 668 hours of community serviaed
honored the memory of the lives lost on September 11, 200




Pageb6 AmeriCorps VISTA Highlig

AmeriCorps VISTA (Volunteers in Service To America) members have been an intricate part of the Habitg
Humanity of Laramie County program since 2009. VISTA members have helped to generate financial rese
02 RS@OSt2L) 0KS FFFAEAFIGSQa wS{G2NBax | 2L / 2 dzNJTi
housing for hardworking families in the community. Additionally, VISTA members have recruited hundreds
volunteers to support the wideange of volunteer driven projects under the Habitat program. While the affili
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ing the many ways in which current VISTA members have impacted the Cheyenne community.

Arlen Scarborough is originally from South Dakota, but he has lived in Cheyenne for several years. Arlen credit
technical knowledge of building products as a key component of his ability to serve low income families. He fing
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by providing home improvement materials to homeowners at very affordable prices.

Kyle Aiton came to Habitat for Humanity of Laramie County from Goldsboro, North Carolina. He is currently serving

his third term as an AmeriCorps VISTA. He believes that Habitat for Humanity and the ReStore are community

assets because they provide direct services to a saahgie of families. From an environmental standpoint, Kyle

points out that over 419 tons of useable material have been diverted from the local landfill since the store opened

AY t1F130S wnndpd 2KFEGQa Y2NB:X GKS wS{di2NB Kla +fa2 NBOSyife
sale to raise more money to build homes. Kyle is proud of the value of his VISTA service to the community because

Habitat and the ReStore will be a valuable asset to the community for many years.

Dale Lake is the longest resident of Cheyenne among Habitat VISTAs, having moved here from Michigan as 3

community, and they understand that Habitat offers a hand up rather than a hand out to low income families. Aklen
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man. As a Marine veteran, Dale has continued his service to his country and his community by helping to fulfijl the

local need for affordable, quality building products for families. The most exciting part of being an AmeriCorpg
for Dale is meeting diverse members of the public and helping them with their needs. Dale has seen many Rd
3dz00S44a a02NAS&aT AyOfdzRAY3I aSOSNIf Odzaili2YSNEQ SEQ(
Ay3d LINR2SOGa GKFiG 6SNB O2YLX SGSR 6AGK YEFGSNRET & L
Humanity and the ReStore will undoubtedly continue to impact the lives of local community members.

Elizabeth Williams is originally from Plainfield, lowa. She states that as an AmeriCorps VISTA she has become,
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volunteer base. There are many volunteer opportunities suitable for many personality types, and Habitat focuses

on community building events such as team builds and the National Day of Service and Remembrance Weatheriza-
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as encouragement to others to be involved in their community, "and enabling volunteers to spread a sense of civic
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her experience with Habitat has empowered her to become an advocate for safe and affordable housing by
spiring her to network with potential volunteers and donors when she is in the community. Kat is a strong su
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impressed with the multitude of opportunities for community improvement and lessening the impact of povg
on a local level.

Habitat for Humanity of Laramie County would like to thank current and previous AmeriCorps VISTA members

VISTA
Store
AGSY
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for their

service and willingness to become advocates for the need for safe and affordable housing.



